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1.0	POLICY





It is the policy of the Merrimack Valley Hospital to test and document the testing of audible alarms on Medical Equipment in order to assure proper audible levels are heard by Hospital Staff in areas where Medical Equipment is in use.  It is the responsibility of all “Care Givers” to check all of the alarms on any piece of Medical Equipment before it is put into use on patients.








2.0	PURPOSE





This policy's purpose is to ensure that the audible alarm levels of Medical Equipment are of sufficient levels that take into consideration patient, family, other equipment, and staff noise levels, with respect to the Nursing Unit that the Medical Equipment may be used in.








3.0	GENERAL STATEMENT





3.1	During normal Preventive Maintenance rotation of any Departments’ Medical Equipment, any audible alarms that are on these units will be augmented with an audible alarm check that will require a response from Staff, (working in the Department under test).  This will be noted as an alarm volume validation on this particular “type” of equipment that is found in this Department.








3.0	GENERAL STATEMENT, (continued)





3.2	The test will be conducted in such a way as to include the particular type of equipment in its’ use farthest away from the Clinical Staff as possible without the interruption of patient care in the area.





      The time of the response will be noted.  Time of the alarm validation will not be 


            conducted in response to the unit itself, but in response to the sounding of the alarm.  





      The time of responses will be noted and used for a trending analysis.  These 


            responses will be used to calculate further response time benchmarks that will be 


            used facility wide.





      In the case of Critical Medical Equipment, these test response times will be noted 


            evaluated, and addressed immediately.    





The negative pressure room located in the ICU will be tested, through the 


            use of ventilator control alarms, utilizing the Audio/Visual systems in place.





Clinical Staff In the ICU are responsible for testing the Audio/Visual alarm 


in place before utilizing the room as a negative pressure room.





      If one of the other three negative pressure rooms are utilized, the two FM 


            wireless intercom system must be setup for alarm monitoring in the room.  The 


            Administrative Coordinator will have access to these units for distribution.


     


Take the two intercoms out of the package and make sure that both of them


are on the same channel, (A or B as noted on the intercoms).





Plug one of the intercoms into the patients room in an outlet that lets you put


the intercom as close to the Medical Equipment Device alarm as possible.





Turn the intercom on with the on/off/volume control found on the right hand 


side of the unit.  Make sure that you turn the volume up to max when switching the intercom on.





Push the “LOCK” button down and make sure that the red “TX” light is on.





Plug the other intercom in at the Nurses Station.  Turn it on in the same 


            manner as in 3.6.3 above.





Do NOT push the “LOCK” button down on this intercom.  You will now 


            be able to monitor the alarm in the room you have the other intercom setup


            in.
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